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Abstract

In England penal policy from the advent of the "New" Labour government in May 1997 signalled an
increasing recognition of the determination to prevent youth offending. Both the crime and disorder Act
1998 and the Criminal Justice and Immigration Act 2008 and Other laws, place the prevention of youth
offending as the principle aim of youth justice law and policy. The purpose of this paper, which is an
analytical-descriptive method, is to examine the patterns of prevention that governs British legal policy in the
justice system for children and youth. Considering the laws enacted in this system of law, the mechanisms
adopted in the judicial system and the law, often indicate a tendency towards criminal and criminal measures
(Criminal Response Model) and intervention in the criminal situations of children at risk of crime (a model
of preventive action for growth) and has gradually diverted from early prevention policies, namely non-
criminal, and support for needy children.
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