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ABSTRACT
Background and Aim: Article 5 of the European Convention on Human Rights prohibits states from
interfering arbitrarily in the right of citizens to freedom. However, the worldwide spread of Covid-19 has
forced countries to pursue policies that deprive citizens of their liberty or restrict their free movement to
combat the virus. The present study examines the measures taken by European governments to address the
outbreak of corona virus and identifies the mechanisms used by these governments to justify their
intervention in the right to liberty of citizens.
Method: This research is of theoretical type. The research method is descriptive-analytical and the
method of data collection is library and referring to documents.
Ethical Considerations: In order to organize this research, while observing the authenticity of the texts,
honesty and fidelity have been observed.
Results: The right to liberty of citizens is one of the basic human rights that all governments are obliged
to respect it. However, sometimes securing the public interest of society requires restrictions on this right.
In this case, governments will have to legally justify the restrictions on this right.
Conclusion: The measures taken by European governments in the face of the Covid-19 epidemic
constitute a restriction on citizens' right to liberty, but European governments may justify their actions by
invoking deprivation of liberty in order to prevent the spread of an infectious disease subject to Article 5
of the Convention or the right to derogate from their obligations under Article 15 of the Convention.
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Convention on Human Rights; Legitimate Intervention
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