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ABSTRACT

Background and Aim: Crimes against water cause major tensions between water users both domestically and
internationally. These crimes are especially exacerbated by the lack of water resources on the planet, so that according to
the United Nations forecast, by 2025, two billion of the human population will live in places or under conditions where
there is a lack of water resources. Without a doubt, water is one of the most important components of the environment;
therefore, crimes against water in Iranian criminal policy and most criminal policies are included in the category of crimes
against the environment. The objectives pursued in this research are: To evaluate the approach of Iran's criminal policy
towards the relationship between crimes against water and the human right to access to safe and hygienic drinking water, to
evaluate the approach existing in the international human rights system towards the relationship between crimes against
water and the human right to access to safe and hygienic drinking water, and finally to evaluate the differences and
similarities between Iran's criminal policy and the international human rights system towards the relationship between
crimes against water and the human right to access to safe and hygienic drinking water.

Method: The research method in this article is descriptive-analytical, and in this regard, reliable library sources, including
first-hand sources in Iranian criminal policy and international human rights documents, and second-hand sources, namely
doctrine and judicial practice, are used.

Ethical Considerations: This research has been written based on the principles of scientific trustworthiness, honesty, and
non-discrimination.

Results: The connection between the right to access water and combating crimes against water has not been clarified,
while international human rights documents such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and specific international documents governing the right to water have stated the
necessity of this connection.

Conclusion: In Iran’s criminal policy, unlike international criminal policy, there is no distinction between major and minor
crimes against water, while crimes such as major pollution of water resources should be met with very heavy enforcement
guarantees.
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