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ABSTRACT

Background and Aim: Crimes against water give rise to significant tensions among water users at both domestic and
international levels. These crimes are further exacerbated by the growing scarcity of water resources worldwide, to the extent that,
according to projections by the United Nations, by 2025 approximately two billion people will live in regions or conditions facing
water scarcity. Undoubtedly, water constitutes one of the most essential components of the environment. Accordingly, crimes
against water are classified, within Iranian criminal policy and most contemporary criminal justice systems, under the broader
category of environmental crimes. The present study aims to: 1. Evaluate Iran’s criminal policy regarding the relationship
between crimes against water and the human right to access safe and hygienic drinking water; 2. Examine the approach of the
international human rights system to this relationship; 3. ldentify similarities and differences between Iranian criminal policy and
international human rights law in this regard.

Method: This study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology. Data have been collected through library-based research,
including primary sources in Iranian criminal policy, international human rights instruments and secondary sources such as
doctrinal literature and judicial practice.

Ethical Considerations: This research has been conducted in accordance with the principles of academic integrity, honesty and
non-discrimination.

Results: The findings indicate that the conceptual and functional linkage between the right to access safe water and the prevention
of crimes against water has not been sufficiently clarified in Iranian criminal policy. In contrast, international human rights
instruments - such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and
specific instruments recognizing the human right to water - explicitly emphasize the necessity of such a linkage and the obligation
of states to ensure it.

Conclusion: Unlike the international criminal policy approach, Iranian criminal policy does not clearly differentiate between
serious (large-scale) and minor offences against water resources. However, offences such as large-scale pollution of water
resources should, in principle, be subject to stringent criminal sanctions. Strengthening this differentiation, in line with the
severity of harm, would enhance the effectiveness of environmental criminal policy and better align it with international
standards.
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