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ABSTRACT

Background and Aim: The legal and ethical status of the embryo has long been a subject of contention, raising
fundamental questions about its nature-whether as a child or an independent being. This challenge has taken on new
dimensions in light of biomedical advancements and recent judicial developments. In this context, the February 2024
ruling of the Alabama Supreme Court, which recognized embryos created through in vitro fertilization (IVF) as
"children"”, marks a fundamental shift in reproductive rights, medical ethics and legal frameworks. This study aims to
critically examine the legal and ethical foundations of this decision and its implications for contemporary legal
systems, particularly through the lens of the embryo-as-child paradigm.

Method: This research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and relies on library-based resources. Data were
collected through qualitative content analysis of the Alabama Supreme Court’s decision, legal documents, judicial
opinions and philosophical and jurisprudential texts.

Ethical Considerations: In all stages of writing the present research, the ethical aspects of library-based study
Including the originality of the texts, honesty and trustworthiness have been observed.

Results: The classification of the embryo as a child is rooted in ethical, philosophical and religious doctrines. The
Alabama court ruling extends full legal rights to embryos, equating them with born children and permits parents to file
lawsuits over the loss or damage of frozen embryos in fertility clinics. The Chief Justice, relying on religious and moral
principles, emphasized the sanctity of life and human dignity of embryos. This decision carries significant consequences
for parental rights, the responsibilities of fertility clinics and the IVF process. At the same time, it provokes tensions
with constitutional principles of the United States, particularly the separation of church and state. Furthermore, the
ruling introduces complex conceptual and practical challenges in the realms of reproductive rights and abortion law.
Conclusion: By framing the embryo as a child, the Alabama Supreme Court ruling charts a new path at the
intersection of law and ethics. While it influences reproductive policy and medical ethics, it also necessitates a
reconsideration of concepts such as human dignity and children’s rights. However, the absence of comprehensive
legal frameworks and the potential conflicts with constitutional law and established medical and judicial practices
pose serious challenges to the adoption of this perspective. Legal reform and judicial consistency, alongside the
integration of the "embryo-as-child" discourse into broader policymaking, are essential for realizing this approach in
contemporary legal systems.
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